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Thoughts on the Journey… 
Suanne Gettings - Pastoral Associate 

If you head westbound for 
about an hour on I-74 out of 
Cincinnati, you will come to 
the Batesville/Oldenburg 
exit in Indiana.  Take a right 
off the exit and follow the 

winding country road to the village of Oldenburg, Indi-
ana.  When you see the spires of the Franciscan Sis-
ter’s motherhouse, you are getting very close to my 
high school alma mater, Immaculate Conception Acad-
emy.  The Academy was home for a number of girls 
who boarded there during the school year.  For the 
most part, the female residents who lived there during 
the week, came from different parts of Ohio and Indi-
ana and shared life, day and night, with the Franciscan 
sisters who were our caretakers.  Living with other 
people from different walks of life, different socio-
economic backgrounds, with different value systems 
taught me a great deal about getting along with other 
people.  It was a wonderful experience overall.  I think 
that is true for most of the girls who attended. We all 
managed to get along for the most part. But, as in all 
things, there are exceptions to every experience. 
 
I remember the first day she arrived at the academy.  
Tina was a transplant from another school.  She was 
assigned to my table in the dining hall, so I had a 
unique vantage point in getting to know her a little 
sooner than the other girls.  From the get-go, I knew 
she was going to have a rough go.  Tina had all the 
looks of a geek but lacked the smarts that could have 
been her redeeming value. She was immature for her 
age, not well kept, poor hygiene, and she had a knack 
for insulting people without an awareness or an ability 
to pick up on visual cues. She just lacked social grace.  
We all wore uniforms, except at bedtime, but if we did-
n’t, I’m pretty sure she wouldn’t have been identified 
as a fashionista. This left her wide-open for criticism 
and when her name was mentioned in any circles, the 
giggling and the snide remarks would begin, some-
times within ear-shot of Tina. If things weren’t bad 
enough for this poor girl, it was discovered one night 
during shower-time that Tina had six toes on one foot!  
If you think actually having six toes on one foot was an 
embarrassment for this girl, it paled in comparison to 
the other things that people made up about her.  I tried 
to befriend her in the sense that I listened to her drone 
on about her favorite cartoons and other things that 
were of no interest to me, but I must admit there were 
a number of times that I did everything to avoid her 
and headed in a different direction when I saw her 
coming my way.  I did not speak badly about her, but I 
was present for many conversations when other girls 
were trash-talking her and said nothing in her defense.  

Looking back on it now, I was in a unique position to 
turn things around for Tina because I enjoyed popu-
larity with my peers and was even the class president 
at that time.  Instead of showing real leadership by 
being a true friend to Tina, I avoided her like the 
plague and ignored those who were hurting her. 
 
In Luke’s gospel this weekend, Jesus, is laying out for 
his disciples the very difficult path to being his follow-
ers.  He begins by telling them to love their enemies, 
to do good to those who hate you, bless those who 
curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. Jesus 
goes on to say, “give to everyone who asks of you, 
and from the one who takes what is yours do not 
demand it back.” 
 
“Do to others as you would have them do 
to you. For if you love those who love you, 
what credit is that to you? Even sinners 
love those who love them. “ 
 
Jesus’ message is countercultural and tests our 
sense of fairness and justice.  As flawed humans we 
want our pound of flesh.  In order to make ourselves 
feel bigger and better, we often try to make those 
we dislike feel smaller and insignificant.  Instead of 
doing the hard work of forgiveness, we will cling to 
our anger resentment not allowing healing to take 
place.  Love, as Jesus teaches, is an action word 
 
In reflecting on this gospel passage, I couldn’t help 
but think of Tina and how far I fell short of being a 
good neighbor to her.  She was beaten down by crit-
icism, robbed of her dignity by the many ways she 
was shunned by her peers, and stripped of her spirit 
only to be abandoned to face her loneliness.  Not 
one us Catholic girls in this Catholic boarding school 
could see our way to love God, by loving Tina.  
 
How easy is it to love people who are easy to love? 
Good neighbors, good friends, loving family - they 
don’t always require the  challenging love that takes 
hard work; they are not usually the people we go to 
the other side of the road to avoid.  But for those 
people we encounter who are irritating, less gifted, 
and who sometimes suck the life out of us, our love 
must dig deeper and requires a heavier investment.  
We’re being called to love with all our heart, 
with all our being, with all our strength, and with all 
our mind,  That’s what it takes to follow Christ, that’s 
what it takes to be a good neighbor, and that’s what 
it takes to inherit eternal life.    

In the early 1970’s, comedian 
Flip Wilson appeared on the Ed 
Sullivan show. He performed 
a one-act skit where he played 

both a reverend and his wife. The reverend’s wife came 
into the parsonage with a new dress in a box and the 
reverend asked his wife, “Why did you buy another 
dress? This is the third dress in a week?” Her response 
was, “I didn’t want to buy this dress; the devil made me 
do it!” The reverend questions her further by asking her 
“how” the devil made her do it. In her very sassy way, 
the reverend’s wife said, “I was walking down the street 
minding my own business singing a song when the devil 
came up behind me and told me how good I looked.” 
The reverend wasn’t falling for it and said to his wife, “I’m 
not buying it. Every time you do something wrong, you 
blame it on the devil.” When her husband continued to 
press her about the devil’s involvement in her buying a 
dress, his wife unfolded the scenario for him, “The devil 
told me to look at the dress in the window. He said it had 
lots of flowers on it and he knew I liked flowers. Then he 
said it was just my size and it was on sale.” Then she 
said, “I looked at that devil and said ‘No devil, I’m not 
buyin’ no dress!’” The reverend’s wife further explained 
that the devil told her, “Just try it on; there’s no harm 
in trying it on!” She said no to the devil again and as 
hard as she tried to resist the temptation, the devil wasn’t 
taking “no” for an answer. The reverend’s wife goes on 
to explain that the devil then pushed her into the shop, 
pulled her over to where the dress was, threatened her 
with a gun, and then forced her to sign the reverend’s 
name to the check! The reverend questioned her, “How 
come the devil always does things that benefit you and 
not me?” She responded, “I asked him about that and 
the devil said if it wasn’t for him, you wouldn’t even have 
a job!”
The skit was very funny, but had a strong element of 
truth to it. Temptation is usually a progressive process 
that comes in bits and pieces and appeals to our 
vulnerabilities. In our attempt to avoid sin, the devil often 
persists. If he doesn’t get us from one angle, he will try 
from another angle and then the justification begins. 
Before we know it, we are doing the very thing we said 
we wouldn’t do, which often leads to our looking for 
anyone or anything to blame.
In Luke’s gospel this week, the Holy Spirit leads Jesus into 
the desert where He fasts for forty days and forty nights. 
Following, Jesus was hungry and probably vulnerable 
on several fronts. The devil seizes the opportunity and 
begins to tempt Jesus. He begins the first temptation 

with “If you are the Son of God.” Knowing full well who 
Jesus is, the devil tries to tempt Jesus by getting Jesus 
to abuse His power: by doing the will of Satan rather than 
the will of His Father.

There are three temptations that are presented to Jesus 
by the devil and three times Jesus rebukes the tempter 
with Scripture. When he challenges Jesus to turn rocks 
into bread, Jesus replies:

“It is written: One does not live on bread 
alone.”
Then the devil takes Jesus and presents to Him all the 
kingdoms of the world and tells Him they can all be His if 
He will just worship him. Jesus replies:

“You shall worship the Lord, your God, 
and him alone shall you serve.”
Then Satan led Him to Jerusalem, made Him 
stand on the parapet of the temple, and said to 
Him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself 
down from here, for it is written: He will command 
his angels concerning you, to guard you…” Jesus 
said to him

“It also says, You shall not put the Lord, 
your God, to the test.”
In many circles in our society today, it is not fashionable 
to acknowledge the presence of the devil or to admit that 
Satan is alive and well and reigning havoc in our world. 
It is the denial of Satan’s existence that leaves us most 
vulnerable. If he is so arrogant as to try to tempt the Son 
of God, why would we think that we are exempt from 
the lure of the devil’s lies? What’s even more disturbing 
is that a growing number of people don’t believe in 
the existence of God. It is so much easier to deny the 
presence of the devil when we don’t acknowledge the 
presence of God.

The season of Lent gives us the opportunity to look inside 
ourselves and address our sinfulness. What is of God? 
And what is not? Don’t fool yourself into thinking that 
the devil isn’t capable of tempting you. It’s O.K. to say  
“The devil made me do it!” because the devil is always 
in close proximity when it comes to sin. But, we have a 
choice to cooperate with his deception or to cooperate 
with the grace of God; one leads to death, the other to 
new life.
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